
Figuring Out the Lead

The answer to the question who? must be in the lead' but that doesn't

necessarily mean we need the name' Generally' it's better to use a brief

description (e.g', a union leailer, two ofice workers' a local woman) in the lead to

,.t .tp th. actual name(s) for early in line two:

P o l i c e h a v e a r r e s t e d a n u n e m p l o y e d t r u c k d r i v e r f o r

yesterday's robbery at the Jones Trucking Company' Pol ice

say John smith went in to see his former employer armed

with.

robbing, raping and then murdering a

tr ial todaY. David Jones sac
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A man charged with

loca1 teenager wenE on

s i1ent IY .

Saue the DaY and Date for Later

r)on,t -s/arf the read with the clay or clate unless it 's the crit ical part of the

story. Always have thc date 'o'l'tt*ht" iIl the story' usually in the lead

scntence, but rernernber that alnrost all stories we report happcrlecl today-

thatk not news.

No, This morning, dozens of pol ice off icers

ca l led  in  s ick  in  what 's  be l ieved to  be  the

la tes t  a t tack  o f  the  "b1ue f lu ' "

Yes ,  Dozens o f  po l i ce  o f f i cers  ca l led  in  s ick

this morning, in what's bel ieved to be the

la tes t  a t tack  o f  the  "b1ue f1u ' "

LLpdate Leads

Upclate leads whenever Possible'

rnakes a lead sound more tinrely

Frcquently, the effect of an earlier action

and interesting.

OI-oen' the city counci l  last night voted to

increase Property tax races'

LJpoerrp, ProperEy tax bilIs will be going up'


